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Fromi Cosmsnder SHVENTH Flest
To: Socretary of the Navy (NDBIM) o
Via: (1) Cosmander, U8, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
(2) Commmnding General, Fleet Marine Porce, Pacific
(3) Commandor in Chded, U.5, Pacific Flesot
{#) Comssnndsnt of the Marine Corps (Cods DL}
(5) Chief of Haval Operstions

Subj: Havy Unit Cosmendation for Tesk Force DELTA} Ferwarding of

1, Forwarded recommmding spproval.

i. Commander SEVENTH Fleet concurs with ths recommendation of Task
Force DELTA for tho Navy lUndit Commendation for thelr comsistamt
superlative performance in support of the Republie of Vietnasm,
Upom of this mard spproxizetely 5000 officers and men will
ba @ le for participation '

JAMES L. HOLLOWAY Ui
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CONFIDENTIAL - Unclassified upon removal of basic correspondence

FIFST ENDORSEMENT on CG, lst MAW 1ltr 6:LEB:wpc Ser: O0TAIGETZ
1650 of 31 Dec 1972

From: Commanding General, III Marine Emphibious Force, FMP
To: secratary of the Navy
Via: {1} Commandar, Seventh Flest
(2} Commander, U. 8. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
(3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Porce, Pacific
(4) Commander in Chief, U. 5. Pagific Flast
(5) Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code DL)
(6) Chief of Raval Operations

Subj: Navy Unit Commendation Recommendation; oase of Task
Force: Delta

1. Forwarded recommending approval.

2. This recommendation reflects the distinctive performance
of thie unit while under my operaticnal control and is forward-
ed at. this time in wview of my detachment as Commanding Genaral;
IIT Marine Amphibious Force. Task Force Delta continues to

be engaged in operations in Southeast Asia,

LOUIS METEGER
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HEADGUARTHRS
1t Marine Alrecraft Wing
Fleet Marine Force, Paclific
FPD San Franclsce 966032
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Ser: OTASHETZ
1650
31 Dee 1972

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Conmanding Ceoneral
To: Segretary of the Navy
Via: {1} anding General, IIl Marine Amphibious Force, TMF
ander, Seventh Fleet
mmder, U, 5; Military Assistance Command, Vietnom
anding General, Fleet Marine Forece, Pagific
andér in Chiof, ©. 5. Foaclflc Fleet
apdant of the Marine Corps [Cede L)
Chiecf of Maval |I|1{‘1':|.||1'l:|'.5

ilift Commendatcion Mecommendation; ca=seo of Task

SecHavlnst 1650.1D0
Enecl: Proposed Clitation (W)

s (U) In pecordance with the previsions of reference {a},;
it I8 recomsended that Task Force Dolte he axarded a Hawy
Unit Commendation for exceptlonally merltorions service
in the performance of duties while hased at Nam Phonpg Alr
Base, Thailsnd from 23 May 18072 to 31 Decenmbor 18072.

7. } Conceived to maintein vital air support for the Republic
of Seuth Vietnem, the establisheont of Task Foree Delta actually
epgRn With tho arrival of a 1st Marine Aireraft Winpg teao in
Thailand en 17 May 1972. Thisz teanm (conslsting lnltially of
20 officers and 5 enlisted) began the extremely difficult tasl
of transforming 8 primitive bare base into a modeyn self-
contained combat alr base. AfFter Initlal llaizon and eocordination
with the U, §. Alr Force; Thai military, U. 5. Embassy and locnl
Thai officialas, the coaplox and unigue task of planning end
supervising the development of Nam Phong and Task Farce leltp
l'n:p_nn. tn 23 .'-'-1_'.' 4 B Y Taask Force Palta, uader tho comménd
of Rripgadier Genersl A, ¥, O'DONNELL, USMC, was pfficially
designotod and ordered to Ham 'I"|1|||-.=.;J hailend.

L I -
CONFIDENTIAL
y CONPIDERTIAL
EDBYL CG, 177 1AL . g™ :
T T0 GEMERAL DECLASSIFIGATION IstMANW SEC Ha: 25-73
LE OF EXECITIVE ORDER 11652 : A
ALLY DOVINERADED AT TWO YEAR INTERYALS COeY 9 OF 1] COPIES

DECLASSHY ON 31 DECEMBER 127§ .




CONFIDENTIAL

G:LER iwpc
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COXNFIDENTIAL

Subi: HMavy Unit Coomendation Recommeéndation; case of Task
Foree Deltn

a. The establishment of o U, & Marine Corps alr base at
Ham Phong presented whigue problems. Never before had the
Morine Corps established sn expoditionary hese so far inland
nor in so short a time. Nam Phong was isolated in & primitive
aren over 220 niles from the coast. The legistics problens
were indecd awesome, requiring the coordination of some 260
€-141 Yifts, 185 C-130 lifes, 7 CHA*lifts, 3 L5Ts and I M5LC,
Ower 10,000 tons of cargo and 2400 pen wore guickly moved
into Nam Phonpg and the base was established with amazing
speed and efficiency.

; b, Mon rains and tropical heat were major obstacles
in meeting nid-June opcraticonal dendline. Construction and
earthmeving was acconplished with the coordinatioen ef the 30th
Haval Construction Regiment and the tireless on-site efforts

of Mobile Construction Battalien 5. They worked arocund tha
clock In the worst possible westher to turn the red clay
quagmireé into an operational base for the hundreds of Marineés
who would socon csll it hone and from whieh important combat
oporations would he conducted.

iE
1
d

“®. Problems unique te the tropical environment of fHam
Phong plagucd the men of Task Force Delta sdd from these came
Nan Phong's wnofficlal name - "The Rosze Gurden™. Insects were
50 bad that they clopped nunerntnrnf Special fillters and pro-
toetive devices had to be designed and produced. Task Force
Neltn peérsonnel spent thelr early weoks pt Hoe Phong living in
tonts ond their shower facillities were the daily monsoon ralnus.
Rocroptionnl faecllities were non-exiztent; nmor was there time
for recrcation had they been dvailable. 5

d,. Desplie an ondless list of obatacles and setbacks,
Task Force DPelta, digploaving an unparalleled determination,
met its operational desdline and yeceived its first combat alr-
craft less than one month after the advance elemnents started
work, The F-4Bs of Marine Fighter/Attack Sguadron 115 srrivaod
on 16 June and the meoxt day launehed the first combat missions
to be flown from Nam Pheng Alr Baze, |'i_v 20 Juné the remaining
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CONFIDENTTAL

Subj: Navy Unit Commendption Recommendation; case of Task
Force Deloa
squadrons of Marine Aircraft Group 15 arrived and Marine
Fighter/Attack Squadren 2332 and Marine All Weather Attack
Sguadron 533 begsn combat -operations. A detachment of 4
KEC-130s from Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152
had arrived a weok bhefore to provide aerial refueling and a
detachment of CH-46s from Headquarters and Haintenance
Squadron-36 was in place to provide senrch and rescue support
to Tonsk Force units.

¢, From the earliest weeks at Nam Phong, Merine Alrcrafr
Group 15 provided Task Ferce Delta with a potent and effective
conbat capability., The mixture of F-4 and A-6A aireraft pro
wvided Flexihility end depth to Tesk Force Dolta's combat
contributions., The F-4 Phantom provided both an extremelr
effective pir-to-ground weapons platform and an air superiority
fighter., The A-GA gave Task Force Delta the eapability to
accurately deliver impressive bomb loads against the encmy at
night and in all weather conditions. The effectiveonass of
this team is attested te by the commendable combat recard
accumulated from 17 May 1972 to 31 Decemher 1977. During this
period flving from the primitive bare hase at Nom Phong, Marine
Aircraft Group 15 flew 7,362 conbot sorties totalling 11,926
combat hours while delivering 18,653 tons of ordnanceé on
enemy positions. The Group also Fflew 500 Barrier Combat Alr
Fatrols in support of "Linebacker" sorties in North Vietnam.
This outstanding performance wos accompllished despite the need
for merial refueling on mest missions and the asintenance/
logisatics complications of using the F-4 Phontom in a dual
fighter/bomber role simultanesously.

f. This force plaved a vital rele in the defedse of
Kontum, Hue, An Leec and in the rocapture of Quang Trl Clity.
Tha cffectivenesa of Marine Alreraft Group 15 mircrews in these
operations is attested to by the many highly complimentary
forward air controller demage reports. In its support of ground
forces In South Vietnam, the Group was crodited with approxl-
mately 1014 encay "Killed by Airx", 662 bunkers destroyed with
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CONFIDENT IAL

Subj: MNavy Unit Commendation Recommendation; case of Task
Foree DNelte

an additional i gd. Also destroyed were 817 military
atructures wilth 31 damaped and 3053 secondary IiTes and
explosions. ; bomb damage assessnents worthy of speciagl
note include 7 snti-dircraft and artillery positions, 18 mor-
tar position: 1 9 tracked wehicles and tanks destroyed. In
its 1 1 ef supply movemant, the Croup is crodited
with Toving 200 trucks and 33 sAdmpans. This 1.1'.1I:,-\.'..1|:l-:'.i.h|;
performance was neot: without i1ts price: 11 HMarine pilotsy
sirTcrew mombeors Iost in these combat operetions.

and insplring devetion displayved
ta in the face of hardship and
adversity wero in keepinpg with the highest traditlions of the
Maring Corps and the United States Neval Service.

by the men of Task Feorce Del

14 The profezszionalisn
i
|

3. (U} The facts in the propossd citation mre perspnally
known to me

d. (U} Headquoarters, Tosk Force Delta has been swarded no

provious unit awards.
Marine Alrcraft Group 15 has beéen awarded no previous
unit awards.

lHeadquarters and Maintenamce Sqguadyon 15 has bheen
i

awvarded no previcous unit awards,
Marina Air Dase Squadron 15 hes been awarded no pre-
vious wnit pwards,
Herine Fighter/Attack Squadron 115 has been praviously
swarded the following unit awdards:

denptial Unlt Cltatlon
Deteober 1965-12 Januvary 1966,

april 1906=-1I5 Febroary 1967,
May 1967-1% Septemheyr 1967)

CONFIDENTIAL
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G6:LER:upe
Ser: OJAZGLTZ
31 Bec 1972

Unit Cont case af Tosk
Pelta

1967~-30 April 18G6E)

fAttock Sguadron 232 haz been previously
awarded the followinpg unit awmaTas:

FPresidentidl Unit Citation
Yietnam (15 Novenmber I8G6-15 Septomher 1067

Marime ALl Weather Attack Squadron 533 has been previau=ly
4

awarded the following i AWaTds "
Presidentd Ini Citetion
Vietnonm {1 April 1967-15 September 1967)

Navy Unlt Commondation

{15 September 1267-31 March 1968,
1 April 1968-31 March 1969)

Mabile Construction Rattalion Five has been previcusly
awarded the following unit awards:

Conmendation
VYictnam [1 September 1066-31 July 1967)
nit Commendatlion
Yietnam (10 Decomber 1967-22 December 1867

Marine fie Control Unit 62 lhas bheen awarded no
previous uni W L

5. f{U) Tas) 5 e s heen recommended for ne oather

avards for s i uring kiz perlad.
CONFIDENTIAL
CORFIDEXNTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subj: MNavy Unit Commendetion Rocommendetion; case of Tosk
Force Deolta

] In accoardance with reference [B), the Fallowing list
ible unirs withla Task FPeorce Doalta and dates aof :!Ii,l'l.i'l.'-il—
rrovided:

Headgquarters, Task Force Deolta
23 May 1%72 - ‘31 Decembar 1972

Marine Alreraft Group 15
16 Jupne 1972 31 December 1972

Headquarteyrs and Mzintenan
3 5

ce Sguedron 15
16 June 1972 - 31 Docember

1972

Marine Alr Base Squadran 15
16 June 1972 - 31 December 1372

Marine Fighter/fAttack Squadraon
June 1974 31 Doecember

Fighter/Attack Sguandron 2

June 1972 - 31 December (972
ather Attack Squadrom 533
gI2 = 1 cembar 1072°

All Wae
June 1

Marine Air Traffi ol Unit 62
1972

16 June nher 1972
Headguarters and M 1amee ‘Sguadron 36 Detachment Delte
20 June 1872 sconboer 1972

Marino Acrinl Rofueler T ranspert squadron 152 Detachment
Dalta

20 June 1972 - 31 bhecembar 1972
7th Counterintelligence Tesm Detachment Bravo
253 May 1872 - 31 December 18732

Harine Adrcraft Control Group 18 Detechment Delta
16 Juné 1971 - 31 December 1872
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subi: Hayy Unit Commendation Hecommendation; case of Task
Foree Dolta
Subunit 1, Heddgquarters and Service Lompany, Headousrters
and Scrvice Dattalion, 3d Force Service Roroiment
(Lopisties Suppor I‘.:'-rh|||- Dalta)
2. :".:Il.' !r'.llll_' 51 g e I|I T 1.:".'-."

Supporting Units:

Hayy Mobile Construction Battnlien Filve
May 159721 51 ['l'-;:-rr‘-wr 1972

kepiment 30 [Forward)

51 December 1972

11th !'-I:. [ - i I Phomne |5|_-::“:.=|._.‘\“::|I i &,
23 May 1972 - Necenber 1972

HACALCE (&th Aerial Port Detachment, Nam Phong) U.
Alr Force
16 Juno 1972 - 31 Decemboar 1972

(V) Approximately 5000 men would be oligible for this award.
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PROPOSED CITATION

The Secretary of the Nawy tokes pleasure In presenting
the NAVY UNIT COMMENDPATION to

TASK FORCE DELTA
for service 1 the follewing
LITATION:

"For exceptlionally meritorlous service Iin - the performance
of duties ot Nem Phong, Thakland 1ln suppert of U. 8. military
in Southeast Asia, Doring the period 25 May 1972

eher 1872 _ . 2 E. Marine 'f'hril'- rx}'-ﬂl!itin.lﬁr}" niy
arved from the jungle of northeastern Thalland and
fimel taneously comh perations wWere conducted onm - a continu-
ous basiz., The advanc chelon of Task Foarce Delta arrpived
23 Maw 1972 and cor need an unprecedented construction and
operational schedule. Despite torrential rains, sweltering
hest and countless other obstocles, by laboring day snd night,
sgeminpgly Impessible operational deadlines were met, the
first conbat pircraft mrrived om 14 Jume 1972, and continuous
combat plr operntlions compenced the mnext day. The massive
nstruction effort necessary to develop the baze for sustnlined
while air operations expanded concurrently.
oporetions ineluvded mir-to-ground closo air
harrler combat alr patrols and nipht systens
ghout North and South Vietnam and Laos. Almost
doily sortis rates wore cquolling those expected
air proup operating from p sophisticated, pormanont hasc
.and monthly ordnonce delivery rates were exceeding 2200 tons.
The deeds of all those nssigned to Task Force Delto are now
legend and will stand for all times 8% A sEymbol of unparalleled
determination, unprecedeonted cooperation and ippressive effi-
ciency, The men of Task Force Dolts, excenplify the highest form
ef comhat responsivenoss and readiness. Theirs wes an almost
impossibleo task which was performed with preat distinction.

The performance of the persaonnel of Task Force Delta was
gignificnnt contribution dn the support of the South Vietnams
counter-offenslive as well na the . 5, #alr affenslve of 1072,
The cournge, professionalism, and inspiring devotion to duty
displayed by the officers mnd men of Tosk Force Deltr wWere
in keepinpg with the highest traditlions of the Marine Corps

and tho United Strtes Naval Service.”

For the President,

Enclosurae [1)




All porsonnel Edtached to orf serving with Task Force Deltan
during the ahoye perioad, or any part thereof, are herchy
guthericed to wear the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon.

Puring this period, Task Force Delta consisted of the
following units

Headguarte Task Force Delta
Marine Airerpft CGroup 15
Headgquarters and Meintenence Squad
: Squadron 15
tack :L;:.':'.-.:r:ﬂ i1
tagk Squadron 23
7 Attack Squadre
Fie Contral Unit® b
Mpintonance Squadron 36 Deotachment Polta
Refucler Transport Squedronm 152 Detachmeont Delta
*elligonee Tean HDetachmont Brave
Contrel Group 18 Detachment Delts
Headquarters § Service Company, Hendquarter
Battalioar 3d Force Service Repiment (Logistl

GCroup

&
A
-
~
T

- Eattalion Flwve
Kaval C n Reciment 30 [Forward)
Lith 5i | AT iam Phonp Detachmenmt] U, 5. Army
MACALCE riz ort Detachment, Mam Phong) Ui 5.
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